
LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Market Square, Longford on Wednesday, 2nd May 2018 at 
4.00 p.m.
________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Mae Sexton, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – John Browne, Seamus Butler,






Joe Flaherty, Peggy Nolan and Gerry Warnock.

IN ATTENDANCE:            
Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services.   





Mr. Mark McNerney, Administrative Officer.





Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer.




Mr. Ray Murphy, Administrative Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt minutes of Committee Meeting held on the 28th March 2018, 

as circulated.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was 

unanimously agreed to adopt minutes of Monthly Meeting held on the 28th  March 2018, 

as circulated.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
MANAGEMENT REPORT.
E. Bennett replied to queries raised on the following -

· Works on the Ballinalee Road.

· Works on Athlone Road from Market Square to Flancare Roundabout.

· Road Reinstatement works – Irish Water.


ARDNACASSA REGENERATION PLAN. 


Ray Murphy, Co-ordinator of Ardnacassa Regeneration Plan, gave a comprehensive update 
regarding the Joint Action Plan which was agreed by the Gardai and the Local Authority to 
tackle anti-social behaviour in the Ardnacassa/Palace Crescent/Grian Ard areas of Longford 
town.
Derelict houses, animal welfare, Public Lighting, CCTV, Estate cleanup and waste collection, 

management of vacant houses, planning enforcement/illegal entrances and public realm are

amongst the works being implemented.

Ray stated that the combined focussed approach between the local authority and the Gardai is 

producing steady progress in the area. 

Ray and John replied to queries raised by the members. 


Correspondence  -  circulated.


Letter dated 20th April 2018 received from An Garda Siochana regarding reporting of 
incidents in the Ardnacassa/Cluain Ard area was also considered by the members.  The 
members agreed that they are not in agreement with the contents of the letter and it was 
decided that a further letter be forwarded to the Garda Authorities regarding policing in the 
Ardnacassa area and also that letter dated 20th April 2018 be referred to the Joint Policing 
Committee. 


NAMING OF NEW BRIDGE OVER THE CAMLIN RIVER AND LINK ROAD 
BETWEEN N63 AND N5



On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor G. Warnock it was 
unanimously agreed to the following recommendations from the Placenames Sub-
Committee 
regarding the naming of the following -

· New Bridge over the Camlin River  -  Mill Bridge.
· Link Road between N63 and N5 -  Ballyminion Link Road.
RETAIL REGENERATION.

Councillor G. Warnock briefed the members on a Retail Strategy in operation in 
Bishopthorpe Road in York in the UK. 
The members agreed that there is need for an all encompassing package for the development 

of retail in Longford town.

J. McKeon stated that the development of a Retail Strategy for Longford town, in 

consultation with all stakeholders, could be prepared in the context of the preparation of the

2021 – 2027 County Development Plan.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor M. Sexton, it was agreed that

Standing Orders be suspended to allow for the completion of the Agenda.


UPDATE ON EXTENSION TO BALLYMACORMACK CEMETERY.

M. McNerney briefed the members on report received from the Council Environment Section 

regarding review of administration of Cemetery Bye-Laws, in particular relating to the

new extension at Ballymacormack Cemetery.

The members emphasised the need for the Council to write to all local Funeral Undertakers 

and Stone Masons to reinforce the administrative changes, as outlined in the report.

The members agreed that consideration should also be given to the erection of a Memorial

Wall in Ballymacormack Cemetery for Cremation Urns.



NOTICES OF MOTIONS.



Council Owned Properties- Greater Ardnacassa Area. 


The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by 
Councillor M. Sexton-


“ I am proposing that Longford County Council initiate the procurement process to bring the

 dozen or so council owned properties within the Greater Ardnacassa area back into stock. 

I am further proposing that these properties are allocated under a Choice Based Letting

Initiative which should be prepped during procurement/construction and ready to roll out as

expediently as possible following completion of works. To incentivise participation in the

CBL Scheme I am proposing that a nominal rent be applied to these properties for the first

twelve months of letting. It is my belief that by populating these voids in one swoop with

suitable households, we will greatly contribute to the overall regeneration of the Ardnacassa

area and enhance the efforts already being rolled out by this local authority in our goal to

create a safer environment for the decent people who already reside there.”

It was agreed that Councillor Warnock’s Motion be referred to the Housing Section, 

Longford County Council.

Pedestrian Crossing at Park Road.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Flaherty and seconded by

Councillor M. Sexton
“Calling on the Municipal District to look at the urgent provision of a pedestrian crossing for
 Park Road under the terms of Low Cost Safety measure.  Failing that, to look to finance this
 much needed crossing through the Towns & Villages Scheme funding.”

E. Bennett stated that Longford County Council has already agreed to apply for a Low Cost 
Safety Scheme to install an uncontrolled pedestrian crossing on Park Road at Fonderman's.
The build outs are already in place at this location.    The application will be too late for 2018
Schemes. The works on Park Road will be part of the 2019 Roadworks Scheme once the 
Scheme is approved and funding is obtained for same.
It was noted that €15,000 was successfully obtained by the Municipal District under the Low

Cost Safety Scheme, following from a previous Notice of Motion submitted by 

Councillor Gerry Warnock.

Low Cost Safety Scheme at Stonepark.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by 

Councillor G. Warnock  -

“That Longford Municipal District applies for a Low Cost Safety Scheme at Stonepark, as a matter of urgency.”
Eamon confirmed that the Council will apply for a Low Cost Safety Scheme to improve safety at Stonepark, once the Scheme is approved by the Members of the Longford Municipal District.
Lighting and footpath/safe walking   -  Glebe/Lisduff Hill.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by 

Councillor G. Warnock  -

“That lighting and footpath/safe walking area be provided for Glebe/Lisduff Hill.”
Eamon stated that at the present time there is no funding in place to provide public lighting 
and a footpath in this location.  However, Longford County Council staff can prepare a cost 
estimate for a scheme to provide public lighting and a footpath for the Glebe and Lisduff Hill,
should funding become available.
A.O.B.
The following issues were raised by the members  -
· Condition of the Road into Clondra from Tarmonbarry.

· Replacement of Direction sign at Clondra.

· Public lighting in Clondra.

· Provision of Housing for the elderly in Longford town.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ______________
_

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the

27th June 2018.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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